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counsellors or clerks, constantly recur in the signatures
to the judgments. Further, the king would commit to
them authority to judge in his name and in his absence.
Thus there grew up a class of recognised legal officials,
and from that time the phrase judices nottri con-
stantly occurs in royal acts. The members of the court
who were qualified by personal knowledge and legal
training became sharply distinguished from those whose
qualification was merely feudal. The curia was gradu-
ally turning from a feudal body into something
resembling a modern law-court. Its procedure at the
same time, and by the same process, underwent an
important alteration. The judicial combat was gradually
discouraged. In town charters it was frequently, at
least in trivial matters, definitely forbidden; and the
introduction of written evidence, with the presence of
educated men skilled in the sifting of testimony, tended
to still further minimise the importance of the feudal
element in law and among its administrators. Philip
himself did his utmost to discourage both the ordeal
and the wager of battle, and to gradually substitute the
more civilised methods of inquest and declaration on
oath. While the real importance of the curia regis as a
judicial body was thus coming to consist in its practical
elimination of the feudal elementfrom among its members,
it might seem that in a different manner Philip was
giving to the judicial powers of the great vassals an im-
portance which they had not previously possessed. The
reign of Philip Augustus is the first period at which we
can distinctly say that the court of peers assumes a
definite position in French constitutional history.
In one sense, it is true, the curia regis must always